
 
 

EVENTS THIS WEEK  
Weekly Calendar  

• 10:00am -2:00pm: Office Hours and Labyrinth Open  
Sunday, February 22  

• 11:00am:  Two Or More : Leaning In and Letting Go , Lenten devotional  {Gibbens Room}  

• 6:00pm: YouTube Online Worship Premiere  
Tuesday, February 24  

• 7:30 -8:30am: Upper Room Devotional Hour (Zoom)  

• 11:00am -1:00pm: Labyrinth & Lunch  

• 7:00 -8:30pm: Christian Education Committee Mtg. (Zoom)  
Wednesday, February 25  

• 5:00 -8:00pm: “Pasta at the Pastor’s”  
Thursday, February 26  

• 11:00 am-1:30pm: Pastoral Relations Committee Mtg. (Hybrid)  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

We are thrilled that you are worshiping God with us! Scan this QR code 
to register your attendance, submit a prayer request, and make a 
contribution.  
 
WACC is a Green Chalice Congregation in covenant care of God’s 
creation.  
 
Permission to print music is obtained from ONE LICENSE #73174 -A. 
All rights reserved.  
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

waccelyria.org ◆ 440.323.4213 ◆ 301 Washington Ave; Elyria OH 44035  
 

 

 
 

The People of  Washington Avenue  Christian Church  (Disciples of Christ)  
g ather for the  

 

Worship of God  
 

February 22 , 2026,  9:30am:  First Sunday in Lent  
 

Chiming the Hour   The Atwood Carillon  
 
Greeting  The Spirit of God is with you…  Nathan A. Russell  

And also with you!  
 

Call to Worship  Lift up your hearts…  Nathan A. Russell  
We lift them to the Lord!  

 
Pre lude  Cantabile from Organ Symphony No. 1 (Elfrida Andrée)  Sol  M. Rizzato  

 
Meditation for Preparation  

“When despair for the world grows in me  and I wake in the night at the least sound  
in fear of what my life and my children’s lives may be,  I go and lie down where the wood drake  
rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds.  
I come into the peace of wild things  who do not tax their lives with forethought  
of grief. I come into the presence of still water.  And I feel above me the day -blind stars  
waiting with their light. For a time  I rest in the grace of the world, and am free. ”  

–Wendell Berry , The Peace of Wild Things  



Hymn of Praise  65 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  EIN' FESTE BURG  
 
Invocation   Dan Clark  
 
Hymn of Prayer  179  Forty Days and Forty Nights  HEINLEIN  
 
Prayers of the People  God of the journey …  Lauri Warfield  

Grant that we not faint nor fail!  
 
The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Mother/Father/Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kin*dom come. Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kin*dom, and the power, and the glory, forever. AMEN.  

 
Sung Response  Hear Now the Prayers We Offer 1 PASSION CHORALE  
 

 
   
Invitation to Stewardship   Kathy Wainwright  
 
Offertor y From “Chorale and Variations” Rachel Laurin  Sol M. Rizzato  

 
Doxology  633  v. 2  Lead On, O Fiery Pillar  LANCASHIRE  
 

 
 

The Reading  Matthew 4:1 -11 Nathan A. Russell  
For the Word of God in its promise and covenant…  Thanks be to God!  

 
Sermon  Journey to the Wilderness  Nathan A. Russell  
 
D iscipline of Silence  

“Remove [the cross] , as Pulliam had done, and Christianity was like any and every religion in the world: a 
population of supplicants begging respite from begrudging authority; harried believers ducking fate or 
dodging every -day evil; the weak negotiating a doomed trek throug h the wilderness; the sighted ripped 
of light and thrown into the perpetual dark of choicelessness. Without this sign, the believer’s life was 
confined to praising God and taking the hits. The praise was credit; the hits were interest due on a debt 
that co uld never be paid. Or, as Pulliam put it, no one knew when he had ‘graduated. ’ But with it, in the 
religion in which this sign was paramount and foundational, well, life was a whole other matter. ”  

–Toni Morrison , Paradise  
 

Hymn of Communio n When We Are Tested 2 MYRRH -BEARING MARY  
 

 
 
Invitation to Commune    Lauri Warfield  
 
Prayer at the Table   Sue Pray  
 
Words of Institution   Lauri Warfield  
 
Invitation to Discipleship   Nathan A. Russell  
 
Hymn of Discipleship  449  Jesus, Tempted in the Desert 3 (Back cover)  EBENEZER  
 
Benediction and Charge   Nathan A. Russell  
 
Postlude  Toccatina on “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” (Gordon Young ) Sol M. Rizzato  

And all the people said…  AMEN!  
1WORDS: Nathan A. Russell, 2026; MUSIC: Hans L. Hassler, 1601   2WORDS: Ruth Duck, 1996; MUSIC: Alfred V. Fedak, 1989  
3WORDS: Herman G. Stuempfle, 1993; MUSIC: Thomas J. Williams, 1897  
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